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The past decade has been a time of considerable growth 

for Yale-China, and this trend continues apace.  In this 

issue of the Yale-China Review, we report on significant 

expansion of our health, teaching, scholarship, and 

student service programs, as well as a new program, 

the Yale-China Music Exchange.  News about recent 

additions to our staff and further program growth 

await the pages of our next issue.  

 Yale-China is known for creating learning 

opportunities that have a deep and lasting impact on 

people’s lives, and one of the challenges we face is to 

maintain this same degree of thought and care as we 

grow.  Celebration at the increased numbers of lives 

we are now able to touch can occasionally be tinged 

with nostalgia for the smaller family that we used to be.  

Our response has been to continue to adhere closely 

and vigilantly through changing times to the values 

that have animated Yale-China since our founding.

 A second challenge we face is to recognize and 

build upon opportunities for synergy among programs 

and collaborating institutions made possible by our 

expanded work.  In the past year, we have achieved such 

synergy among our scholarship, service internship, 

teaching, and health programs.  More and more, we 

are also introducing our friends to one another, and 

doing what we can to foster fruitful exchanges among 

them.  In these ways, the impact of our small but 

nimble organization can be multiplied manyfold.
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Welcome
From the Executive Director

—Nancy E. Chapman



MUsIc ExchANgE UNITEs 
chINEsE, AMERIcAN MUsIcIANs

In June, a 
Yale-China-
sponsored 
cultural 
exchange 
initiative 
brought 
together 
young 
American 
and Chinese 
musicians 

for two weeks of music and cross-
cultural cooperation.  The Yale-China 
Music Exchange (YUE or 乐, mean-
ing music) was organized by recent 
Yale graduates Courtney Cox ‘06, and 
Perry So ‘04, and brought together 
young musicians from Yale and sev-
eral institutions in China for a series 
of concerts in Changsha, Shanghai, 
Hong Kong, and the town of Xiuning 
in Anhui province from June 10-24, 
2007.  

The YUE group collaborated with 
the Fudan University Symphony 
Orchestra in Shanghai and the Hong 
Kong Children’s Symphony Orchestra 
to give two orchestral concerts at 
the beginning and the end of the 
exchange, respectively. They also vis-
ited Yali Middle School in Changsha 
and Xiuning Middle School in Anhui 
to give free concerts for students and 
members of the local communities, 
and to conduct workshops and dem-
onstrations including one in which 
students learned to conduct using 
chopsticks (see front cover).  The 
group also sought to contribute to the 
communities it performed in through 
fundraising concerts and outreach, 
with particular emphasis on migrant 
workers and their families.

“Above all, the experience of working 
with Chinese students was unique 
and quite beautiful,” Perry tells us. 
“I honestly never thought that a few 
days of rehearsals could have such 
a powerful effect on all of us.  I was 
amazed at the speed at which friend-
ships formed and the wonderfully 
intuitive understanding of Copland’s 
‘Appalachian Spring’ that took hold of 
everyone we worked with within the 
first few rehearsals.” 



YAlE-chINA FAcIlITATEs TIEs 
bETwEEN hUDA AND cUhK

At Yale-China, our work has long 
put special emphasis on developing 
strong partnerships with collaborat-
ing Chinese institutions.  In the 
past year, we have formed a close 
working relationship with Hunan 
University (Huda) to develop a range 
of programs, including an extension 
of our Scholarship Program (see fea-
ture story, page 6).  As our work with 

Huda has grown, we have looked for 
ways to link the university with other 
institutions with which we work.  For 
example, we organized a study tour for 
Huda administrators to The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong in May.  The 
focus of the tour was student services, 
with the aim of helping Huda achieve 
its goal of professionalizing student 
housing and campus life, switching 
from “managing” to “serving” stu-
dents.  In November, a similar Huda 
delegation will visit Yale to study Yale’s 
residential college system.

The visit to Hong Kong preceded a 
new summer exchange program that 
we are sponsoring between Hunan 
University and New Asia College. 
Twenty New Asia students visited 
Changsha in late July, where they 
spent time at Huda and then joined 
Yale-China Scholarship recipients 
from Huda for a team service project 
in western Hunan province.  The 
Hunan University students then trav-
eled to Hong Kong in August, where 
they were hosted by the New Asia 

Dispatches 
p r o g r a m  n e w s

Students from New Asia College with their counterparts from Hunan University at Mt. Yuelu during a trip to Changsha.
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students for a week in Hong Kong. 
The exchange was a huge success 
and will become an annual program 
between the two institutions.  The 
exchange is just one of many service-
oriented enhancement activities that 
we sponsored for our scholarship stu-
dents this summer (see page 6).  Part 
of the impetus for the exchange also 
comes from our desire to facilitate 
understanding between students from 
mainland China and Hong Kong.



chIA FEllowshIp pRogRAM To 
ExpAND To YUNNAN pRoVINcE

We are pleased to announce that the 
Chia Fellowship Program, which 
since 1998 has improved health out-
comes in Hunan province through 
furthering the professional develop-
ment of women working in the health 
professions, will be expanding from 
Hunan to include work in Yunnan 
province. 

The new site for the program will 
be managed in collaboration with 
Kunming Medical College (KMC).  
Kunming was chosen as the base for 
the program’s geographic expansion 
because of health challenges in the 
province and the need for greater 
capacity among public health profes-
sionals, and because our contacts and 
past collaborations with KMC have 
laid a foundation for further coopera-
tive efforts.

Kunming is the capital of Yunnan 
province, which is situated in the 
southwest corner of China.  Yunnan, 
which has a population of 44.5 mil-
lion, has many poverty-stricken coun-
ties and remains one of China’s most 
undeveloped provinces.  The province 
also lags behind most parts of the 
country in quality of and access

to health care: in the 2000 Chinese 
national census, life expectancy in 
the province averaged 67, much 
lower than the national average of 
71.  Infant mortality in Yunnan in 
the same survey ranked the highest 
among all provinces in China, with 
close to 60 deaths per 1,000 infants 
in comparison to the 24 per 1,000 
national average.  

It is our hope to replicate the success 
of the Chia Fellowship Program to 
ultimately improve health outcomes 

in Yunnan.  To date the program in 
Hunan has trained 17 women public 
health and health care professionals, 
the majority of whom continue to col-
laborate on research and public health 
outreach work in their home province.  
Many have also taken on volunteer 
leadership roles in the Chia 

Community Health Service and 
Health Education Program, which 
seeks to directly address local health 
needs in communities in Hunan.  

Chosen through a highly competitive 
selection process, Chia Fellows spend 
a semester at Yale, during which they 
develop a public health project under 
the guidance of a Yale faculty mentor 
and Yale-China staff, and then imple-
ment the project upon their return to 
China.  The first Chia Fellows from 
Yunnan will be at Yale in the fall of 

2008. In the coming year, we will 
work closely with KMC to develop the 
new program in Kunming.

The Chia Family Fellowship Program is 
made possible with the generous sup-
port of the Chia Family Foundation. 



A downtown street in Kunming, Yunnan province.
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TEAchINg pRogRAM 
lAUNchEs NEw sITE

The Yale-China Teaching 
Fellowship Program 
has expanded this fall to 
include a fifth site at Hunan 
University in Changsha.  The 
first two Yale-China Fellows 
to teach at the school arrived 
in Changsha in late August, 
and will spend the next two 
years teaching English litera-
ture and cultural studies to 
English majors in the uni-
versity’s School of Foreign 
Languages.  The new site 
follows the opening of a fourth site at 
Xiuning Middle School in Anhui prov-
ince last year.

Hunan University (Huda) is located at 
the foot of the famed Mount Yuelu in 
Changsha, Hunan Province. It has a 
total enrollment of more than 35,000 
students and consists of three cam-
puses spread along the west bank of 
the Xiang River.  In addition to send-
ing Teaching Fellows to Huda, Yale-
China also awards hundreds of need-
based scholarships to students from 
underprivileged backgrounds at the 
university as a part of the Yale-China 
Scholarship Program (see page 6).

The Yale-China Teaching Fellowship 
Program sends recent Yale graduates 
to China to teach English and study 
Chinese language and society for two-
year appointments. Started in 1909, 
the program reaches more than 1,200 
Chinese students each year.  The 
expansion to Hunan University has 
been made possible with the gener-
ous support of the Chung Kin-Kwok 
Education Foundation.



TEAchINg FEllows pURsUE 
sERVIcE oppoRTUNITIEs

Each year, we ask our Teaching 
Fellows to supplement their teaching 
duties by learning as much as they 
can about Chinese culture and society.  
As evidenced by the Fellows’ recent 

service activities, it’s clear that they 
are employing their many talents to 
engage in activities that benefit their 
host schools and their local communi-
ties, and through these activities, are 
experiencing China in deep and unfor-
gettable ways.  

In the past year, the Fellows, who 
are based at schools in Changsha, 
Guangzhou, Xiuning, and Hong 
Kong, engaged in various service 
and extracurricular projects.  Some 
examples include: establishing a 
student outdoor club and leading 
students on nature hikes; coaching 
Model U.N. teams; managing their 
schools’ English-language libraries 
and hosting discussion hours in them; 
organizing and assisting sports teams 
on campus; editing a student English 
literary journal; volunteering off-cam-
pus at schools for migrant children 
or at NGOs; organizing students to 
volunteer on a Yale-China Health 
Program outreach project; and join-
ing Yale-China Scholarship students 
on cultural outings.  We fully expect 
these endeavors to continue, and look 
forward to the similar work that our 
Fellows will be doing at our newest 
site, Hunan University.



YAlE-chINA cREATEs NEw 
MEDIcAl ENglIsh FEllowshIp

The new Yale-China Medical English 
Fellows Program began in late August 
with the arrival of our first two Fellows 

at the Xiangya School of 
Medicine in Changsha.  
The program is designed 
to provide opportunities 
for students from both the 
Yale School of Medicine and 
other medical schools to 
spend one academic year in 
residence at Xiangya, where 
they will teach Medical 
English to Xiangya students 
and faculty while studying 
Mandarin and engaging 
in clinical and/or research 
experiences.  While we 
publicize the program to 

medical schools, we have chosen to 
launch the site with two highly-quali-
fied recent Yale graduates as our first 
Fellows (see page 9). 

The initiative builds on Yale-China’s 
English Teaching Fellowship program 
and our strong partnership with the 
Xiangya School of Medicine both to 
create opportunities for American 
medical students interested in inter-
national medicine and in China and 
to respond to needs at Xiangya.  As 
medical professionals in China strive 
to integrate themselves with and gain 
recognition from the international 
medical community, Chinese medi-
cal schools are pushing to raise the 
English proficiency of their students 
and staff.  At Xiangya, administra-
tors are concerned that some of 
their faculty and students lack the 
requisite language skills to publish 
their research or attend international 
conferences and participate in discus-
sions. This program is designed to 
address these concerns, while provid-
ing future American medical profes-
sionals with unique insights into 
China’s healthcare system.

The fellowship is open to medical stu-
dents who have finishing their clinical 
year and are interested in spending 
a funded “5th” year in China.  The 
new program is made possible with 
the support of the Chung Kin-Kwok 
Education Foundation.



Members of a Teaching Fellow-led outdoor club at Xiuning Middle School.
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Yale-China Interns Team Up With Hunan University 
Students for End-of-Summer Service Project in Nanjing 
In the last week of July, eight Yale-China service interns teamed up with 14 Hunan University students to run 
English camps at two schools for children of migrant workers in Nanjing. The week-long service project was 
designed to provide a culminating experience for our interns at the end of their eight-week internships in main-
land China and Hong Kong and facilitate meaningful exchange between these American students and their 
Chinese peers.

Participants in the program worked together to design lesson plans for the English camps, which took place in 
the mornings. At each elementary school, the students taught English through classes, songs and games. They 
also included a lesson on health and hygiene. At the end of the camp, the Yale and Hunan University students 
put together a talent show, where the migrant children introduced themselves in basic English and sang English 
songs.  They also spent the afternoons attending talks and going on sightseeing trips. 

“For me, one of the best parts of the whole summer was forming friendships with people,” said Megan 
McLaughlin, a Yale-China intern who participated in the Nanjing service project. Referring to one of her fellow par-
ticipants, she said: “Being roommates and working together on this project seemed to catalyze the process of form-
ing such a friendship, so I think we both felt more willing to open up and have really interesting conversations.”

Xie Lingli, a Hunan University student, summed up the impact the project had on her.  “It broadened my horizon 
in that communicating with people from different cultures in a face-to- face way led me to know more about get-
ting along well with foreigners,” Xie said. “Bearing the hot weather and being devoted to conscientious teaching 
also toughened my character and power, which can equip me better for the future career. I think holding such 
kind of activity not only embodies our love and caring for the children, but also offers a good opportunity for the 
participating students to improve themselves.”

The Yale-China Service Internship Program is made possible with the generous support of the Council on East 
Asian Studies at Yale University.

Photos, from left to right, top to bottom: One class poses with its teachers; a young girl learns English numbers; Yale-China Intern Megan McLaughlin and her Huda counterpart write 
on the blackboard; Yale-China Intern Sharon Lu poses with her Huda co-teacher and students; Yale-China Intern Mia Kanak smiles with two pupils; and Yale-China Intern Michael 
Alpert teaches with two Huda students.
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When Li Xiaoyan was accepted to 
the Xiangya School of Medicine at 
Central South University in 2002, 
her father worked from 3 a.m. until 
late at night and borrowed money to 
make sure she could pay the 8,000 
yuan tuition (about US$1,064) every 
year. But in March of 2003, her 
father’s food business in Shanxi was 
forced to close because of the SARS 
outbreak, and making the payment 
for her sophomore year became out 
of the question.

Li Xue’s mother has been the sole 
bread-winner of the family since her 
father passed away four years ago. 
Upon hearing she had been admitted 
into Hunan University as a Chinese 
major, she was heartbroken when she 
thought of having to ask her mother 
for money for tuition and living 
expenses. 

Huang He’s home in rural Hunan 
Province has a leaky roof and no elec-
tronic appliances. The whole family is 
supported by his father, and his fam-
ily income is a fourth of the tuition 
needed at Central South University. 

All three students faced great 
financial hardships in seeking the 
education they wanted and needed 
so much, and all three were able to 
continue their higher education after 
receiving a Yale-China scholarship. 

“For a student from a humble family, 
an award like this offers more hope,” 
says Huang, now a sophomore at 
Central South. “Only knowledge can 
change fate, and the best access to 

knowledge is education. In the most 
difficult times in our school years, 
when our parents are more than will-
ing but lacking the power to support 
us, it’s the university that has adopted 
vigorous measures to help us, and it’s 
Yale-China and generous people like 
Mr. Chung of the Chung Kin-Kwok 
Education Foundation, one of the 
program’s primary sponsors, who 
offer timely help, as if offering water 
to a traveler stranded in the desert.”

The Yale-China Scholarship Program 
started in 2003 as a way of helping 
Chinese university students in need 
of financial help obtain and continue 
higher education. Observing the mas-
sive expansion in university enroll-
ment and the significant number 
of talented students with financial 
hardships, Yale-China established the 
program with funding from a gener-
ous anonymous donor. Between the 
2003 and 2006 academic years, the 
Yale-China Scholarship Program had 
close to 800 recipients at the Xiangya 
School of Medicine in Hunan.

Last year, the program was expanded 
dramatically thanks to the generosity 
of the Chung Kin-Kwok Education 
Foundation, which pledged US$2.5 
million over five years to support 
scholarships for low-income, aca-
demically outstanding students at 
Hunan University and Central South 
University. The foundation’s support 
has made the Yale-China Scholarship 
Program the largest scholarship pro-
gram for university students funded 
by a single private source anywhere 
in China. In 2006-07 alone, 1,065 

students from Hunan University and 
Central South received the award. 
Freshmen became eligible as well, 
and all students can qualify for the 
scholarship in more than one year. 

The multi-year commitment, 
transparent selection process, and 
enhancement activities, such as field 
trips and service projects, distinguish 
the Yale-China Scholarship Program 
from other scholarship programs, 
says Wangsheng Li, Yale-China’s 
Associate Director and Director of 
its China Office, who manages the 
Scholarship Program.

 “One thing is it really broadens the 
students’ horizons,” says Wangsheng.   
“Also, it really serves as a catalyst in 
terms of motivating the university to 
do things differently.”

Enhancement activities for the pro-
gram include workshops on nutrition 
and money management, and field 
trips such as a visit to the Hunan 
Provincial Museum and a trip to 
Shaoshan, Mao Zedong’s birthplace.  
Most of the participants had never 
set foot in a museum because the 
entrance fees would normally be far 
too prohibitive.

More important, the program 
provides opportunities for service 
learning and leadership, Wangsheng 
says. Students organize service 
projects, such as public health 
education campaigns in Changsha 
and a visit to the local nursing home 
to spend time with the elderly. This 
past summer, a team of scholarship 
recipients—along with several Yale-
China service interns from Yale 
University—attended an international 
student leadership conference in 
Zhuhai called Environment Health 
and Harmony in the Pearl River 
Delta. In a separate project, 14 
Hunan University students joined 
eight Yale-China service interns 
in Nanjing for a week-long service 

Beyond Financial Aid: 
The Yale-China Scholarship Program
by Xiao Zhang
Program Officer for Student Programs
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project at two schools for the children of 
migrant workers, where they organized 
an English camp for the children (see 
page 5).

In August, 40 Hunan University stu-
dents visited Hong Kong as part of a 
cultural exchange with The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong (CUHK). The 
students attended talks on Hong Kong’s 
cultural heritage, social services and 
education system, and visited a local 
court, the Hong Kong Stock Exchange, 
and the Hong Kong Legislative Council. 
In the previous month, as part of the 
same exchange, 20 CUHK students vis-
ited Hunan University and joined the 
students there for a teaching project in 
the rural western part of the province. 

Li Xue, who participated in the teaching 
project, recalls the experience vividly. 
She remembers the boy who looked way 
too young for his age because of malnu-
trition, the leaky roof, uneven floors and 
bare rooms. 

“When I saw the children and the con-
ditions of their homes, tears streamed 
down my cheek,” the sophomore major-
ing in Chinese said. “They have more 
financial needs than we do…I just told 
them to study hard. I said as long as 
they study hard, there will be kind peo-
ple and organizations that help them.

“I used to think everything will be fine 
as long as I can take care of myself,” 
she said. “After participating in the 
Scholarship Program activities, I real-
ized that is not OK. I need to give back 
to the society and help others.”

Wangsheng concurred, “They now know 
that there’s another world out there. 
[The scholarship program] also makes 
them feel very special in a way.  This 
helps them boost their confidence, and 
make the transition from high school in 
the countryside to life on a college cam-
pus in a big city.”

The Yale-China Scholarship Program is made possible by 
the generosity of an anonymous donor, the Chung Kin-Kwok 
Education Foundation, other interested individuals, and the 
members of the Yale-China Association.

“Only knowledge 
can change fate, 

and the best 
access to 

knowledge is 
education.

Photos, page 6, left to right: Wangsheng Li with two CUHK 
students who participated in an exchange with Yale-China 
Scholarship students; a group of scholarship students listens to a 
speaker in Hong Kong; two students visit a home for the elderly in 
Changsha.  This page, left to right, top to bottom: Teaching Fellow 
Una Au with Scholarship students; two students clasp hands; 
Fellow Wyatt Golding exchanges email addresses with Huda stu-
dents; Fellows and Huda students pose at Mt. Yuelu; CUHK and 
Huda students at a home for the elderly in Changsha.

”

YALE-CHINA REVIEW				7



Our Community

YALE-CHINA’S EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR RECEIVES 
HONORARY FELLOWSHIP FROM CUHK

On May 21, The Chinese University of Hong Kong conferred 
an Honorary Fellowship on Yale-China Executive Director 
Nancy Chapman.  Nancy was honored along with seven 
other individuals, who were all awarded the fellowships in 
recognition of their outstanding contributions to the Chinese 
University and its community.

At the ceremony in Hong Kong, the university cited Yale-Chi-
na’s many contributions to New Asia College and the entire 
university as being the impetus for the award.  “For over fifty 
years the Association has enriched the College and the Uni-
versity in numerous important ways,” read the citation, which 
was presented at the ceremony.  “From buildings, such as our 
University Health Centre, to educational and cultural ex-
change programmes, we can see the founding ideals of gener-
osity and service that first took young Yale graduates to China 
over a hundred years ago. Nobody embodies these ideals more 
comprehensively than Dr. Nancy E. Chapman, the current 
Executive Director of the Yale-China Association.  Not only did 
Dr. Chapman write the centennial history of the Association, 
most of her adult life has been devoted to the advancement of 
United States-China educational and cultural exchanges.”  For 
the full citation, please see www.yalechina.org.

NEW TEACHING FELLOWS ARRIVE IN CHINA

Ten members of the class of 2007 and two from the class 
of 2006 have been in mainland China and Hong Kong this 
summer, studying Chinese and undergoing teacher training 
as a part of the Yale-China Association’s Teaching Fellowship 
Program. Ten of the 12 Fellows listed below are the newest 
class of a two-year fellowship program that began in 1909, and 
two are our inaugural Medical English Fellows (see page 2).

“As impressed as I am with their academic and professional 
abilities, what I find most remarkable about this year’s 
incoming Fellows is their demonstrated belief in education 
as a means of improving individual lives and communities,” 

says Travis Sevy, Yale-China program officer for teaching 
programs and exchanges. “Spending two years teaching and 
living in a Chinese community is a continuation of the work 
these individuals started at Yale.”

Hunan University
Romina Da Costa and Evan Yu are 
teaching English language and 
literature as the first Yale-China 
Teaching Fellows at the Associa-
tion’s newest teaching site at Hunan 
University in Changsha. Romina, 
an anthropology major from Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, served as a Yale Pres-
ident’s Public Service Fellow and as 
a Dwight Hall Public School Intern 

during her time at Yale. She also spent a semester teaching 
English in Cambodia at the Cambodia Landmine Museum.  
Evan, a Literature major from Phoenix, AZ, taught literature 
and music to juvenile inmates in southern Taiwan on an in-
ternational Prison Fellowship during one of his summers at 
Yale and taught English and music to disadvantaged children 
in Peru as an intern at Club Alianza Lima Pro Nino Intimo 
during another summer.

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Jonathan Fork and Peter Hamilton 
are teaching courses on academic 
writing and American history and 
culture at The Chinese University of 
Hong Kong.  Jonathan, an English 
Language and Literature major from 
Johannesburg, South Africa, worked 
as a Student Recruitment Coordina-
tor and a Senior Interviewer for the 
Yale Undergraduate Admissions Of-

fice, and served on the English Students Advisory Commit-
tee. Peter, a History major from Leawood, KS, served on the 
Yale Student Activities Committee and worked as a Berkeley 
College Master’s Aide.  He also spent a summer interning 
for a fashion magazine in Shanghai.
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Yali Middle School
Naoko Kozuki and Heyman Oo will 
teach English to students and faculty 
at Yali Middle School in Changsha, 
Hunan province, which was founded 
by Yale-China in 1906. Naoko, an 
East Asian Studies major from 
Tokyo, Japan, served as a Yale-China 
Service Intern in Kunming in sum-
mer 2005.  After graduating in 2006, 
she spent a year researching U.S.-Ja-

pan trade issues at an international law firm in Washington, 
D.C.  Heyman, a Psychology and Behavioral Neuroscience 
major from Fremont, CA, chaired the Timothy Dwight Resi-
dential College Seminar Committee and volunteered at the 
Mae Sot Clinic for Burmese refugees in Thailand one sum-
mer on Stacey Sanders and Bergin Fellowships. She plans to 
attend medical school after her Yale-China fellowship.

Sun Yat-sen University
Usha Chilukuri and Celia Choy are 
teaching academic English and 
American Studies at Sun Yat-sen 
University in Guangzhou, Guang-
dong province. Usha, a history major 
from San Diego, devoted much of 
her time at Yale volunteering in local 
elementary schools and leading a 
Girl Scout troop. She also served as 
editor-in-chief of Our Education, an 

education policy publication. Celia, a philosophy major from 
San Francisco, served as an executive editor of the Yale Phi-
losophy Review and received a Humanity in Action fellowship 
to study human rights issues in Europe. Both Usha and Celia 
were elected to Phi Beta Kappa during their senior years.

Xiuning Middle School
Veronica Hu and Ashley Nyquist 
are teaching English at Xiuning 
Middle School, a rural high school in 
Anhui province. Veronica, an Ethics, 
Politics, and Economics major from 
Hacienda Heights, CA, served as a 
Dwight Hall Urban Fellow, facilitat-
ing court-referred mediation and 
returning-offender circle dialogues 
with the local community, and spent 

a summer as a Yale-China Service Intern in Guizhou in 2006.  
Ashley, a political science major from Owatonna, MN, was a 
Freshman Counselor for Saybrook College and participated 
in the Yale-China Association’s Yale University—New Asia 
College Exchange Program. She will attend Harvard Law 
School after her fellowship.

Xiangya School of Medicine
Ying-Ying Ma and Esther Young 
are teaching Medical English for a 
year at Central South University’s 
Xiangya School of Medicine, which 
Yale-China established in 1914, as 
Yale-China’s first Medical English 
Teaching Fellows. Ying-Ying, an 
anthropology major from New 
Rochelle, NY, was awarded a Yale 
Richter Fellowship to study recon-

ciliation and development in South Africa.  She also spent a 
summer teaching English to HIV/AIDS support groups and 
public health officials in Beijing.  Esther, a psychology major 
from Caracas, Venezuela, chaired the Yale International 
Relations Association and worked as a research assistant at 
the Yale Center for Child Development during her time as an 
undergraduate. After graduating in 2006, Esther spent a year 
teaching English and studying Mandarin in Taiwan.
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VISITING FELLOWS

FENG Hui is a 2007 Chia Fellow and will be 
at the Yale School of Nursing for the fall se-
mester, where she will conduct research on 
the emerging phenomenon of depression 
among the elderly and investigate support-
ive psychological intervention as a preventa-
tive measure.  Most recently a lecturer in 

the Department of Community Health Nursing at the Central 
South University School of Nursing in Changsha, Hunan, 
she obtained her B.A. in Nursing at the School of Nursing at 
Liaoning University and her M.A. in Nursing at Central South 
University School of Nursing, where she is also currently 
pursuing a PhD in the same field.

LIU Xinchun (Angela) is a 2007 Chia Fellow 
and will spend the fall semester at the Yale 
School of Nursing.  Drawing on her insight 
as an endocrine nurse, she will audit classes 
at Yale and will be studying models of pre-
venting and treating diabetes in American 
hospitals in order to establish a similar, via-

ble system at the Third Xiangya Hospital.  She received a B.A. 
in Nursing from Hunan Medical University and in English 
from Central South University, and she is currently pursuing 
an MBA at the Central South University Business School.

LI Xianhong is the 2007-2008 Chung 
Academic Nursing PhD Fellow.  She will 
spend the 07-08 academic year at the Yale 
School of Nursing.  Xianhong obtained her 
B.A. in Nursing at Central South University 
School of Nursing and is currently pursuing 
a PhD in Community Nursing at the same 

school.  Her primary area of research is on HIV/AIDS and 
its stigma and she is working on a paper titled “Self-Reported 
Stigma among People Living with HIV/AIDS in South Central 
China”.  

LIU Huixia is a 2007 Chung Fellow in the 
Xiangya Leadership Program.  While in 
New Haven, she will be examining the oper-
ating and management systems of the Yale-
New Haven Hospital and auditing classes 
at Yale.  Subsequently, she will implement 
plans to reform Xiangya Hospital’s system 

using the knowledge she acquires here.  Huixia is a professor 
and doctoral supervisor in the Department of Geriatrics at the 
Xiangya Hospital at Central South University; she previously 
completed a long stint in the Department of Endocrinology.  
She obtained both her undergraduate and medical degrees at 
Hunan Medical University.

SHU Chang is a 2007 Chung Fellow in the 
Xiangya Leadership Program.  He is a pro-
fessor and the chief of the Department of 
Vascular Surgery at Xiangya Second Hospi-
tal and Xiangya School of Medicine at Cen-
tral South University.  He received his PhD 
in vascular surgery from Xiangya School of 

Medicine and Beijing Medical University and his M.D. and 
M.S. from Xiangya.  He has previously completed fellowships 
at Stanford University and Beijing Medical University.  Shu 
Chang recognizes the need for a more sophisticated adminis-
trative system to better accommodate the development of the 
Xiangya Second Hospital and therefore will be taking courses 
in hospital administration during his time at Yale.

LING Li is the 2007 Health Fellow participat-
ing in the Assessing the Health Risks of Mi-
grant Workers in the Pearl River Delta Pro-
gram.  She is a professor in the Department 
of Medical Statistics and Epidemiology at 
Sun Yat-sen University.  Her primary area 
of research is health policy and statistical 

methods in health management.  She obtained her PhD from 
the Sun Yat-sen University of Medical Studies in Guangzhou 
and her M.A. and B.S. from West China University of Medical 
Sciences in Chengdu.  
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News from the Board
Remembering a Friend 

The Yale-China Association marks with great 
sadness the passing of our Honorary Trustee 
and Chairman Emeritus, John Luke, Sr.  We 
are deeply grateful for the wisdom, vision, 
generosity and unfailing good cheer that 
John brought to his work with Yale-China 
over many years.

Governance Update 

We would like to thank all of our active 
members who sent in ballots to the New 
Haven office this spring expressing their 

views on proposed amendments to the As-
sociation’s by-laws and charter to formally 
entrust to the board of trustees the respon-
sibility of electing trustees.  The change had 
been proposed by outside counsel as part of 
a routine review of Yale-China’s governance.  
The changes were approved by an over-
whelming majority (189) of the 214 ballots 
received.

We are grateful to all of our members for 
their enthusiasm and continued support of 
our work.  Our mission to improve under-
standing between the U.S. and China has 

never been more important.  Please note 
that our new website at www.yalechina.org 
includes a “Contact Us” page where you can 
keep your contact information up-to-date and 
share your news and views with the staff.  

Online Auction a Great Success

Yale-China’s first-ever online auction was a 
tremendous success and raised more than 
$15,000.  Special thanks to everyone who 
helped make the auction fun and productive 
by donating or bidding on items in our 
catalog. 

NIE Zilu is a 2007 recipient of the Chung 
Fellowship in Law.  A professor at the 
Hunan University School of Law, he ob-
tained his PhD from Nanjing University, 
focusing on Jurisprudence and Political 
Philosophy.  Zilu’s research mainly fo-
cuses on clinical legal education, human 

rights, international law, and comparative constitutional 
law, and he will be auditing classes in these subject areas at 
Yale.  He also plans to attend various lectures and seminars 
at Yale, and will be involved in developing new collaborative 
programs involving Hunan University and Yale-China.

SUN Xiaoling is a 2007 Chung Fellow in 
the Xiangya Medical English program.  
She is an Associate Professor and Direc-
tor of the Xiangya Department of the 
School of Foreign Languages at Central 
South University.  She received her M.A. 
in Social Medical Science and Public 

Health Management from Central South University and 
her B.A. in English Literature and Linguistics from Hunan 
Agricultural University.  Xiaoling is auditing two courses 
at Yale and will observe teaching at the School of Medicine, 
in addition to conducting her own research.  Upon comple-
tion of her fellowship, she will work with Yale-China on our 
Medical English Program.

JIANG Rongtao is a 2007 Chung Fellow 
in Law and Public Administration.  She 
is an Associate Professor in the School of 
Policy and Public Management at Hunan 
University.  Having obtained her MBA 
from Hunan University and her B.A. in 
Finance from the Finance and Economy 

College of Hunan, she is currently pursuing a PhD in the 
Department of Management Science and Engineering Busi-
ness School at the Central South University.  Her research 
interests include non-profit management and professional 
training for non-profit managers.

LI Yu is the Fall 2007 exchange teacher 
from Yali Middle School and will be 
teaching at the Foote School this semes-
ter.  He has been teaching English at Yali 
since 2001 and has been serving as the 
Dean of the English Department since 
2003.  Before Yali, he taught English at 

various middle schools in Hunan.  In addition to teaching, 
Robert is also active as an editor for the Hunan Educa-
tional Press and a researcher for the English Teaching and 
Research Association of Changsha.  Robert graduated from 
the Yiyang Teachers’ College and obtained a B.A. from the 
Hunan Educational Institute in English Education.   
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Yale-China Association
PO Box 208223
New Haven, CT 06520-8223 USA

The	Yale-China	Association	is	a	private,	non-profit	organization	that	
contributes	to	the	development	of	education	in	and	about	China.		Yale-
China’s	programs	in	health,	law,	English	language	instruction,	American	
studies,	and	community	service	bring	life-changing	experiences	to	
thousands	of	people	each	year.

The	Yale-China	Review		is	published	by	the	Yale-China	Association	to	
keep	our	community	up-to-date	with	rapid	developments	in	Yale-China’s	
programs	and	to	feature	the	voices	of	our	program	participants	in	the	
field.	The	views	expressed	herein	by	individual	authors	do	not	necessar-
ily	represent	the	views	of	the	Yale-China	Association	or	its	members.	

Please	direct	any	comments,	questions,	or	requests	for	information	on	
Yale-China	to	the	staff	by	telephone	at	203-432-0880,	by	email	at	<yale-
china@yale.edu>,	or	by	mail	at	 the	 following	address:	Yale-China	
Association,	PO	Box	208223,	New	Haven,	CT	06520-8223.
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Above: Yale-China Scholarship Recipients gather before a visit to a museum in Changsha.  For the majority of the students, it was their first time in a museum (see page 6). 
Front cover: Students at the I Shan School in Hong Kong practice conducting with chopsticks as part of the Yale-China Music Exchange, June 2007 (see page 2).

Calendar

Informational Teahouse 
for prospective Teaching Fellows	
Henry	R.	Luce	Hall,	Yale	University	 	

chia health Fellowship conference
Changsha,	Hunan

November Teaching conference 
for Teaching Fellows       	
Changsha,	Hunan

october 16
5:30	pm

october 24-26

November 12-17


